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This particulnr stBnell 1s being cut,
an :pril the 13th..the day after the
firgt man haé bhecn launched intn orbit
ena recavered, Just one more sclence-
fietion reached and passed, and t~ the
Gyed-in-the-we--1 ¢nthusiast, 2 rother
inevita™le one, The recertion bty the
genereal vubliec is rother interesting
thou~h, 7Pirst ~f 21]1, as 1s usuzl 1in
such crnses, the BBC (and ITV) whipnned up
the usual crep ~f texperts! to mnke
thelr crmments, . {In this connection, I
fail t» see why Troafessnr Lovell zets
tea md as one)..hut this time, the .
writin. hkoad been ~n the wall for so long
that the experts hod a few riore facts
et their dlsvnsal, and acst of then
alrly trssed cut such phrases as,..
t,.re-entry protlems! ',.alative nonse
cones! ', .transfer nrtits'! and the
lilre, The next ster of 'Man on the mo-n!
sesms t~ be ouite haprvily acceptsd by
11l o~f them, wherens a few years ago,
nnly the cmfirmed nutense w~uld consider
such 2 t~plc, This attitude 1s shared by
the reneral nass ~f the pubilic. So rmch
sn, that n crmmon corment has been,..'iell
this has been c¢ceming since Tefores Christnes
hesn't it", .11 of which mes tn show
thet one dnesn't recn nise the future when
me 1s ceiuelly 1ivin - in it,

Fow thot fussiz hns taken every major
lourel in space 'firsts! for some time to
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o WNOFIPIY GETS omir g
SNl eI FREEMAN AL
Ernmisidgn s gapl
A4 SERRY FELuEs

crme, I'm @ aing to stick out my
nrcitorial neck, and moke o pair
==. T predictions which rrobably
1nok crazy, and night well be,
Tut smehow, I feel could
\ quite well come true,

The Lussinan astronaut was fired
intn, and recovered fram a fixed
~rhit the elemerts of which rere
larcely and almost whelly fixed
in advanee by the launching

. vehicle, In actunl fact, the
Russian 2ilot! did little more
than .» alon: for a ride, even
theu 'h 2 very c-urzpeous and

0 history mekin: £1i:ht, The next

‘ gj:ltﬂzwtzg ~£;;=w = step,.fli-ht into, and out of
g%%§t::::::::::::::==z===5ﬂ:' orblt, together with actual
' power of manceuver in the orbit

will T predict, e aceompllshed by the USA. I'm basing
this on the surrent, and proyrammsd testin;: now TLein. carrled out
in relative freedom from cCeer space hallyhon, of the X-15 rncket
rlane, ™aving alrsady flovn to an sltitude of 32 miles, and on
the way to maklng a balllstic !jum~! to over o 100 miles, the X-15
has up t~ now put 99,77 of the darth's atmnsphere keneath it, and
the lussian astronaut only reached the £9.9% level. Because of
this, I feel that the X-15, ~r a develnpemcnt thereof, bearing s
hizher fuel caracity vill ¢ ecapakle of enterins and altering an
nrtit almnst et will,...alm-~st a s—nceshir in fact.

Fredictiorn nmumber twn, conccrns ths S~turn rnckst now
snterin- static test firin~, and so hu e that it hos to te taken
£a Cape Canaveral by sea on a specinlly tuwilt barge. Full fli~ht
testin: is not due wntil 19¢3/<4, tut the 1ift caralility (plus
future ur-gracing) is well into the re; i~n where it can either
make o soft landinz on the maon, or put 2 really useful paylnad
(spaee station ?) into nrtit, FPrediction,..US bazsic research and
slower arnarent rate of progress will cateh up and pass that of
the USSR within the next decade,

el deldaldet Yol et Jo ol

KIVGSLEY AlTS who was Guest of _lonour at the LXICon,
mave all the appearance of beins 'a pond jee', and a fubure con
sttendee. Having enjoyed hnth his Convention sneech. . LD the
superd torredning of Ted Tub!l', I invested in hils bork, "New Maps
of Hell", ©Now I enjoyed this, and by and large, was foreced to
admit that most of what he had to say alout {(and arainst) s-f
was only too true. IHowever, I did feel that had he mentionsd more
nf what he considered jond s-f, rather then such a wholesale load
of stuff- vhich he didn't like, it wsull have Yeen easier to form



& an opinion of his value as a critic of.$-fi.. Vriting From
memory, I cen -only recall that Mr. Amis approved of the
Galaxy yarn, 'The Space Merchants',.o 'story which. he:
throughout his books, as almost a yardstick for tﬁe ;
of measuring how much other stories fall short pf his™id

This is an oversimplification of the point, “byt, Mr.’ Amis
does tend to tell us what 1s "RONG with s-f, almost to the '
exclusion of telling us what is right., Eric Frank Rusgsell
gets a (well deserved, to my mind) rap on the knuckles for
his alien yarns... hut no praise for his earlier epies’ such
a8 'Sinister Barrier', 'Mctamorphesite! and !Dreadful
Senctuary!' to name a few° van Vogt's Null-A series goes

~ to the wall comments on' 'Space Beagle' indic&te that it

- Weapnn Makers' or the 'Mixed Men!,- Slmillrly, although
Kinglsley Amis claims a twanty: yoar addlction, he makes
no mention of the - two' authors who betwsén them rrobably
have had a very groat cffect on the ‘general s-f reading -
masses, Campbell's great stories..Mi?hticst Machine,
Black Star Passes, Incredible Planet, %ho Boes there,’

- and of course, the incomparable Doc Smith with his Skylarks |

"and hils Lensmen,. Whether or not you like Doc's writings, '
I think yu’ll admit that they deserve some mention...well
they don't get éne here, By and large, 'New Maps of Hell':
is a needed, and well though out book and should be required
reading’ for any s-f fan. However, to tho fan, it should be
regarded as a-warning not to get ton addicted, and for the
general public, the book requires to show o more even balance
betwsen 'this—is-bad, and this-is-rond!',” £t the moment, it
seems that only one gord s-f story has ever.béen written.

-=0=0=0=0~0-0=C=0=0=~

DEFILADE No.2 has just arrived from Bill Donaho, and he has
decided to go ahead with his Ompa poll in spite of 1its
'defeat' in the poll. I hereby go on record as thinking him
a good man. When a poll gilves a result of (from memory)
18 for, and 3 against, ‘and the rules say that the
against vote wins...then it fs high time the
ruls s were changed. Bill seems to have the same.
view, as in addition to his 'non-official!
poll, he proposes numerous Constitutional
amendments to overcome such anomalies, and to
put new life into Ompa. What Bill didn't know
at. the time of producing this list, was that
Bruce Burn has drawn up a completely new
Constitution for Ompa, to put things back on
the right track again, Even so, Bill has some
interesting points, so here are my two cents A
on his ideas. 1. I'm against raising the list @ ‘

to 55 members,..it muans oxtra copies, cost etc., but also

.........1,,;..,.. ( Continued on inside bOCOVETr)w.uvesasnss
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ASPRINT DEPARTINENT In eccordance
~ith our prrgressive forward p-licy
I Intend tn heve a repulnr rerrint
whenever I feel 1llke 1t, kach 1ssue
will either contaln a reprrint, ~r be
devold of one. This rvarticular erile
v+as rather hard t» trace, btut if men-ry

serves me right, 1t ~risinelly arrvared in 'Vold', which
wes & prnduct ~f the sinister mester mind ~f Greg Benfora,

Same peanle must think I'm n sucker, or at least they
hove the 1ldea I'm like washing....theres to be taken in, inyway
they keer acensting me in puks and suchlike tlaces with offers
~f free petrol, frec lnve, and free soul-saving., That's how T
met Vishnu Ramas judder, I had just cormenced 2 scientiflce
experiment involving a tést ~n the srecific gravity of & complex
liguld, and h-d bnrely taken ~ff the froth and put dovm ny glkass,
when this gueer lo-king Indian pcezer sat drvm beside me.

He were a blaock beard, and smethlng on his head llke
ona nf thrsé turlines Indian characters usunlly wear., Leaning
t~rwards me, he produced 2 slin ~f rarver from s-me hidden pocket
teneath his beard, and held it ~ut, In large bloack letters it
saeld :~ VISINU Ru!.SJUDDER and in smaller print came the
legend, Medium, Seer and Occultist. In tiny little letters
arpeared, '.gent for Leme shre pollish'., Finally, and in
micrascopic letters vhich recuired the use of ny pocket micro-
scope, came the information.... Trinted in “Wigan,

"~Teased t~ meet y~u Yr. Ronasjudder." I said, "But
vhat made yAu plek ~n me ?%  is eyes scermed to blaze as with
gome hidcen fire, thouzh 1t may just have bLeen smoke in them,
“I was called to y~u as one who is in need of spirit contact",
snid the Medium, seer and occultist. That remlnded me, I

. removed the South ¢nd of his beard from my teer, squeezed the



6 surplus back into the glass, and took a gnod swig. Som&thing
gave.'a: Jump .in my throat - probably 1t was only a hop - anyway,
it was too.late now;. it hed gone. So had the: beer, 'so I ordered
anothér, .end 4sked’'Mr. R 1f he would join me.  "No 'sahib, 'tis
frrbidden foriwe of the Inner Circle to touch beer. .Perhaps I
mayhavé-a small glass of whisky, but only if it 1s '®hite Horse',
their 'distillery 1s located at the Third Fncal Point of the Great
Pachyderm' - ' : C o

L The drinks came, and Mr, Ramasjudder began to explain

the Inner Meaning behind his Life Cycle. It proved to be a long

story, and several times we had tn replenish fuel tanks..esach
time at my expense, for, as Mr. Ramasjudder explslned, another

Ruler of his Cirele was that they must not carry meney. By the

call of "Time Gentlemen, Please", I bdgan to ses . it might be a

good idea to joiln him, It wos at this moment, that Ramas judder

invited me to accompany him home for a consultatlon with the
spirit world, I could already feel an inner glow, due no doubt
to cohtact with spirilts, so I agreed, _

We took a taxi, (His rules also extended to public
transport) to a dingy street 1n the East-End, Once there, Vishnu
led me up a dingy alleyway, through a rickety unpainted door,
and up a narrow stalrway to his room, I was struck by his
thoughtfulness for others, when he inslsted on ahsnlute silence
lest we wake his landlady. We enfered a tiny little garret which
immediately made obvious several other Rules ~f the Order. The
Inner Circle nbviously frowned on wallpaper, laundries, washing
in general, and bulbs of more than 15 watts. On the other hand,
they were obviously staunch supporters of campalgn for the salvage
of cempty bottles, and that in Remas judder, they had a stalwart
adherent, . : :

_ "ake a seat on the bed, 0 Sahib! said the 8f.r, and
rrngceeded to unearth o crystal ball of unusual shape, and set 1t
on the table. (This was preceded by a queer gurgling nolse, and
followed by Ramasjul der placing a goldfish in & jam jar). "Now
Sahib, before we use the crystal, we must each drink a portion
~f the true nectar blessed by the Inner Circle! So saying, he
produced a black bottle, and measw ed out two portions. "You
3ahib are unused to the forces of the Great Pachyderm, so we must
protect you by adding this powder! Mr. R. added a small amount
af white powder to my drink, a prncedurc which was very thoughtful
af him, then moved over to the cerner and began to don some
mysterious garments, It was ot this moment, that a thought struck
me. Could I let this kind gentleman run any risks on my behalf ?
0f course I couldn't, I decilded to protect him without hurting his
feelings. Quick as a flash, I exchanged our glasses, Ramasjudder
returned from his corner, took up his glass, anc intoned, "Let us
drink to the powers of the spirit, that we may become enriched by
their aid! We downed his potion, and I f~llowed sult. Next, he
leaned nver the crystal ball, made a metlon over 1t as though
brushing away dust, and sald, "Lo~k intn the ball, what can you
see 9" I lonked, and was amnzed. I had always thought 1t a load
~f twaddle that anyone could see anything in a crystal, but here,



I c~uld see a hole in the tatlcelnth quite elearly. T t<ld him so.
Mr, R. seemed to have some difficulty with his throat for a minute,
tut recovered, and suggestcd we try agaln., He re-dusted the crystal
and sald glowly, "Lon~k deep in the glass, dan’ yu feel~sleepy Toe
.y u are falling asleep,...asleeCpPo... .asleceeep.” Mr, Ramasjudder

;ull across the tatle., I qu afraid f~r his s~ul at first, but
then I saw that he was mercely asleep, I lifted him onte the bed,
and prepared to leave, but then nnticed 2 plle of pound notes -
tucked beneath his pillow. Knowlng Mr. R's hatred for money, I
réalised some enemy rust have put them there to cause him trouble.
Mr, Ramasjudder had risked his life for me, probably only my
exchange of the powder had saved him. The least I could’'do, was to
help him now, Hastily slip»ing the money into my wnllet, T walked
nut.

I never saw Mr, Ramasjudder again, but a few wecks later,
annther hloke in a turbine and wearing a black heard accosted me
in o different pub. He advertised himself as Shive Skuldujerii,
the mystic aecrostic, As I said, I'm nnt a sucker, T wasn't btaken
in. He drank beser, 8o hc o uldn't have been a Great Tachyderm, I
wish Mr. ﬂamasjudder dould have met him, I het he would have
taught him a thinc or two.

THE ZND,

NOTICE TO ANY NON3}OMPAN RECEIVING THIS ISSUE OF ERG...;...;f(YOU ?)

—tn.

This issue of Erg has becn sent to you for any one of a
variety of.reasons. Maybe your 'zine 1s reviewed herg or
maybe I just love you, In the case of Ken McIntyre, he
gets a copy for belng a nice guy. ,

HO"EVER, let's assume you wish to rcceive further coples

of ERG. ¥ou can eénsurc this by continuing to send me your

fmz if you edit one. If you don't e€dit a fanzine, you

can still get the next issue by sending me a letter of
comment on this one. The non-Ormpan ma2iling 1list will be
re-drafted for each issue, and will ¢onsist of:-

1. Palsg,.like MeIntyre, 2. Fanzine traders 3.Regular letter-
hacks. I'm not trying to be snooty, but I'd 1ike to send

a limited supply of copies of ERG outside OMPA, and this way

I can be sure that they oo to interested. parties

ERG,1, contained a complete listing of satellite launcbinbs
up to that date, .with scme nntes ~n the launching vehlcles., I
hope to bring that 1listing up t~ date for the next issue, and
also dsvote the whole issue to allied material, and drawings
&f the satellites and thdir launching vehlcles. Order Now.
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VIPER...This comes first on the 1llst for ths grand artlcle
on the earlier years of asf. Particulcrly nostalgic vere
the covers, so much sn that I iIntend te go through =y
collection to have a lonk at them araln,..vhen I can filna
the time. I largely agreed 'with the comments on asf, and
recret that the oricineal plan had to be abandoned...the
idea of takins the magazins year by vear,

PARAFANALIL...I vould 1live to have seen moré illos in this
Together vlth a little larser helplnes of margins and
double spacing...the solid mass of print makes it awvful
hard to read.,

ABLE, 5. I don't intend to comment on eomments -"rchie, but
T 1iked your way of indenting each zine,..u.lsh I'd started
it with these reviewvs,..on the other hand, with so many
non-~-Ompa mags to review, perhaps I nsed ths space.

BURP ! Liv¥ed the cover,.but vhy not TWC staples, or did I
get the production copy? Dian't have tivis to tell you of
York, ve only tootled over for half a day, taking the kids
(and 25 feect of film)

.RANDOM 1I'm not a subscriber to this theory that men don't
J1ive int=1llizent zirls...dimwits drive me batty in short
order. 'h«t I den't like (and presumably —any other men
feel the same way) 1s the (semi) intdl ligent girl vho does
her best to convince every man hov brainy she 1s ,,usually
at the top of her volce, five me the zirl ~ho is intelli-
gent, ¥nows it, and therefore doesn't wasts time trylinz t»
prove it,...” hen I met her, I married her. P

BJOTTINGS I'm afraid I ove you either letters,
comment, or both Bjo., Pns Tel ané like that
have stirred ny gnfia, but bein- nevly ved,
with tvo kids hoas kevrt me busw, rlus the
gelling of the Sozzies...I \1nt 36 hours in
a day..see y¥ou further alnong.
SCOTTISHE. .A lovely cnver, duplng R%
impececable, and a very sueiliful

use of ruler and stylus to eke out
the interior art..re y~ur vievs on
leaving OMPA...first, DON'T, anc
second, I agree with you to a great
"extent. T sweated pints on 'Urg ¥ ___
Wench!, and didn't get a usef
corment in the bucketful...so...Ihm'=
carryinz out a little experiment - 1ith




irg and the Reviews...last isue, I
only cow-ented on zines ~hich had
ziven Yrg a covent...thls 1ssue, I'n
touching on the lot...and 1f I dgn't
_get the comments, then TR¢ will go.
== ==--sycn More general,,{sec the
non Ompan revievs this trip) ..Liked
#i1l1tls on Russell, but shame on the
lag for his ¢omments on Doc Smith..
naive, maybe...but.xr carn sight rnore
durable than a dozen other aliens.

ULe2...%hy do- I do ra 1ling corments 2
886 prévious corrients for part of .the
~_. reason. - I mant crnents on ERG,
%%, = and presums others fecl the
— same vay, What I DOW'T rant
- tn see, is o zine composea of 90%
meiling comment. These should be kept to a very llilted space,

™48 "ALL Thix locks 1live a ~ond idex to me..but shouldn't

a rule bé made that no one c-n invnakz the old serial film
aimileke:. .M. . oafter Glarenc:.rad escaved froa the den of
#an eating cockroaches..." I remewber as o kid, the ch2 - ted
fury of secing Gene Lvtry in 'Phanto-~ :impire', clouted -
unconclous snd sliding alans a convevor belt directly wnder:
a welding o reh onerated by o rnbot....the next instalment .
shoved him regaining bis sehses, and gettina ~ff ths belt a
gond half a dozen yards fron disaster, ,

E RT..Somehov, this szemed too clever for ne,..the cover
11110’ I did not like, anc I s»relr misscd interior art vork,
I didn't get the point of the foul up on the day's =obk ~
either. . . - ) s ;.

- . ¥

REVIE™S,..of other magozines vhich have thurmped through the
letter box lately. They are revieved in no marticular order,
merely as they come from the plle. _I'm chonsing this way of
coping, as othervise, some peple w1ll never hear from me until
wve get that 36 hour day. WVal and I thonk you for your 'zines,
and hope to get future copies..mean hile, ve hope you’ll
accent the capsule com-ents, Some nf tesge zines are nev
others have been here a ~hille. nythin' erriving after Erg

has been produced, will :oin the nile for comment in the next
issue

PARSIWCTION, .3 (Geo. ¢ “illick,R’56 "nst St, Mrdison, Indiana,
Beautifully mroduced ana illustrated. ‘:ditoricl st arts off to
explain the three siaes of an argument, i.e, Beldeving in 2
thing, not belleving in 1t, and the third possi™ilty..kmowlhg
defin{tely. Prom there on, this 1s sxemrlified by the
editors KNOVLEDG: that UFO's exist..he tells vyou hov to see
tem. Hov this proves the original arpgument I don't knov, but
maybe that was just the round about leed in to UFO's, I still
avalt proof..elther way., slso intiresting, is one-m:n census

oft;hg buys asf (analog) at Gonse Bay + letters and another
article, .. :

9.,



TYPH N, 27 (#1111s & Mehulcy, 170 Unmer Nevtornar.s Rd.helfast
Yapthern lrelond) 26 cro-med nages, Llaost €ackh of +bich
is Wrishtened @y can Stomilio. liven, 80 (dare I say it ?)
(=) dresn't LCOK artmealing, the layoub is very pedestrian,
and I vould velcome a rit ef exveriment in that der-rt-ent,
n interesting arc-ery account of Irzl nd v Scotland from
" ~® Shav, Jeff “anshell, provides a fascinatin: ae-ount of
'T vas a te.nase burthug!. Barr: sup lies rart V ef » history
of Irish fandom, Ren ;il1li¥ bas a page, ostenaibly on Eerieley
fandom, and Ian Me ulay hns a near hilarious plece atbtout ©
mysterious uisease at Oblique ‘ouse,.the nnly wealk point:
being the Gisease,.lefiuce deficlency, A mere vhacky one
rould h~rve turned the day, .

SPLCULLTIVE RAVIL,: {Dicwk sney, 417 Ft, Tunt Rd, Slexsndris
Vircinia. USA.) ovely tom ~nver, and no interior il os,
thnugh beuctifully producec. Intereating and gn-to-date
revievs of current =o-s. Lnalog, nd FESP get the full poage
treat~ent this time, but Gilaxy ~len has o lonk in, and
there's quite ¢ hit nf cniyent a out the Lcan drilve,

PAS~"LEL,,2 (Fis Trimle,2790 * .Ath St, Los nreles 5. Calif,)
30 + rare account of Project Lrt Shov at the Pithcon, and

fageinatine readins it welws, even for non-nrtists.. f'r
inst nee, Gid vou lmnv that the expenses for thumb tacks
came to more than the enm ission on the rtrork sold 9
ferals a complete aceount of exhibitoers, and haov they fared
»1%! the exhibits, anu.alse, comcents by the judrss on
«hy they chose vhat, Get it...if Pjo has any left.

GOUDY..1l, (Pat Kearmey, 33 -1is-beth St., London.8.¥.l,)
Pracuction is not ané of the streng voints here, but vhen
did any first issue stort off on the top line. a wran
aver breaver woul. heln to k3ap the suw ry postel stampings
nff the vrint. A comentary on S-F juwps from 1931 to 1850
eith a brief mention of 'a viest number of korror films! and
no mentlon of H,0.7%ells, .o nificent (for its tine) Things
To Come, with its oure s-f, up-bo.t uplift endéing, hen
Vo nention is ncde of !The Tunnel! Britiksh filn ~hich
sterred (I beliove) Richord Dix, and usec the Mersey
Tunnel antrances as sperine for the ! tlantie Tunrel!
wruce Burn hos a story. onk & Film revies s by Keerney,
and o 'ghost! nisce ahont !The vay nf the Hac- is!

1i8 SPINGs, .S ({(Ken Cheslin, 18 Now Fara R¢, Stmurbridce

imrecsteranire nrland)  Fae Allog by such rrvsellous

~rtists as e, but nsecds » cand stoncil cutter Lo nut

ihem on stencil,..this .is~ue pictets me inr ooitoTips thot

thev shomt the old ane. Other ise, thirty pores nf as-orted

material..s8n smeh that theve UST he somethiine for every
taste. :

S RIBPLu++HE (Colin Fre .man, ~ara.d, Scniton Bankg aspital,
Ripley R4, Knarssborouib, Ynrks) Top level dupin. by
Barmett, and a g¢onc Ltom c-rtom as ~ cover, leaa ofr to
a cnand start, Then an interestinsly irrelevant editorial
is £~1llowed by an oven beitter pn-e of 'letters!, ~and &
heavenly article on n-lish rommar...there ore other
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gems of humour herein, and the
- whole issue, though slender, is a
delightfully refreshing change from
99% of to-day's 'died-in-the-rut!
‘fanzines., Wlth only a 1little more
care on the stenc¥l work, a winner,

ESPRIT D.Buckmaster, 8 Buchanan St.,
¥irkecudbright, Scotland. 50 pages of
almost solid print, with virtually
no illos to break up the print, This
is rather a plty, as although 'Esp!
is definitely for thinkers, rather
than the zanler element, 1t suffers
from looking indigestible, I should
have comwen%ed on this earlier, as
this issue varns me to 'say a few
words, or else',.,or words to that
effect, ‘A pity, as time and money
have all been against me lately,

and more of & pity, as 'Esp' is =&
good zine, ULet's scan 1t.,

un article on the t=refits of
solitude... a lonely little picce by a bloke who believes 1n it.
An open letter from Brian Alldis, who hates being urged to
'"Phink!,.(I feel the same vay) A bit on telepathy, and an
interesting effort by John Rackham ,.'Interfercnce! deal ing
with the 1idea of the Bible, and possible outside interference
with the human race, {1lso, a looong (too long ?)} lettercol,
with one letter by Harry Turner, hltting very near to my ovn
feellngs about 'Esprit',...it has the making of a good, and
necded fanzline, filling the gap on the serious side left by
Mike Kosenblum's Nu-Fu. Unfortunately, Esp, tries a bit too
hard to be Intel lectual, and succeeds In imitating the front
usually offered te the world by the college intellectual who
has just founfl a few new long words. Let's hope Esp can let

the sights down just a trifle huh Daphne ¢

~

BMOKE..5 G. Locke, 3 Company RAMC, Connaught Hospital, Bram-
shoft, Hindhead, Surrey, England..though I fshcy that address
is now defunct. 52 pages, and fairly well produced. HMore
11los would be welcome, but the material does provide something
for almost everyone. Sid Birchby, cover !'Wartime PFans' in a
well handled mamner, There isg 'Eagle's Shadow'...a professional
reprint from 1896..presumably out of copyright. John Berry
strains a bilt on party games, and there 1s also fan fiction,
fmz reviews, a lsttercol (with a missive from Betty Kujawe) and
quite a few other goodies, Smoke is definitely worth getting.

ROMP.1l, Ies Gerber, Box 223, Franklin & Mardhiall College,
Tancaster, Pennysylvania, USA% MNeatly duplicated, OMPAZINE,
607 Ompa reviews, which are goodp because you say nice things
about Erg, Les. 40% on the poems ;f Stephen Crane, but since



I'm notorliously nitwitted about poetry (I dislike nearly all
I've ever read) I'll say no more on that. Glad you liked
Erg anyway, Les. Reason for not seeing much of my writing
In general fandom 1s rather complex., I churned out most of
my general stuff in the early 50's, and then gradually
s8hifted from writing to drawing,.the drawing has started to
pay off 1ln the pro field, and I've aldo just. been married

'less than a year...all of which have kept me dather in the

freezer for 'a while...but did you never read Triode 277

SHANGRI L' AFFAIRES,,.No,54 Herc again, I'm threatened (and
deservedly so) with excommunication if I fail to communicate.
Now this I regret excecdingly in the case of Shaggy. I hope
you'll bear with this newlywed a trifle longer, and accept
this 1ssué of Erg (plus any back issues if I have them -
around) as a token of my desire to stick.with you. Ooops,
your address is Bjo & John Trimble2790 West 8th Str. Los
Angeles.5., Callfornia USA,., Shaggy has a lovely multi-
colour cover, and an Interior duped in several shades of
blue¢ (probably unintentional}. 'A Miss in Mordor' by Geo
Locke takes up some space, to 1little effect, while telling .
a fannish tpye ancedote set in the near future. 'Jest A
Minute by Ted Johnstone (whosc title has been pinched for a

" Charlie Drake radio show ){ repeat 'for!, not 'from') ‘Ras

an account of the Socicties minutes, so entertainingly
written, that I never feel sure what is true, and what 1s
thrown in for a laugh,..PLEASE adopt a system of asterisks

to indicate which 1s which huh ¢ Then c¢ome the Book

Reviews, and a 'Glossary of Jass!, which didn't ring any
bells, even though I don't 1like the Jazz 1t is.presumably
meant to mlekeylse, ©Next an account »f 'Unicorn Productions!
which for those who saw 'Mesquite Kid! at the LXICon, needs
n~ further word herc., Other pieces by Ies Gerber, and Ron
Ellik raise the standard, only to have it lowered by a pihece
sbout the Lasfs Marching Hymn (pity) "~ g ndly lettercol

winds up the issue. If you have any pretensions to be a
trufan...get on the Shagzy list by contributing somep'n quick,

PARSECTION, 4, {address already given for No.3)Again, a very .
clearly duped piece of work,.but the art work seems to have
slipped a cog this 1ssue. Several pages of Good fmz reviews.
An interestlng S1d Birchypy picce trylng to establish the idea
that s-f got 1ts start becausc 1t was upbeat literanture when
people needed an upbeat,.and thot another upbeat is about due
now, .presumably "all other literature was down beat at the
time,.1f so, how did it keep golng ? 7You could drive a truck
through the holes in this one, but it is still interesting..
John Baxter has a fascinating article on some of the more off
trall pulp mags., Lettercol, and a Nudrys UF0O article wind up
a superior lssue, ‘

BUG EYE.7, Hel Klemm, 16 Uhland St., Utford/Eick, 22a Krs.
Moers, West Germany. Duping and stencll cutting could be o
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1ittle better, but when you consider that this 'zine 1s
produced by a decidedly young celement, then thelr work
does them credit, and is far better than many zines which
many older fans churn out. The sditorial by Rudiger Gose-
jacob particularly took my fancy. It is refreshing, even
though the English 1s slightly 'different' {The whole mag
is in English}, and I 1liked the innocence of .the approach
which avolds elther the 'all good pals tonether‘technique
without falling into the pitfall of the 'Look how clever:

I am' altemnatlve, Bug Beye has an excellent fotopage),.a
lettercol, articles by Burns, Parr, etc, and o 32 page .-
load of varied and iInteresting maturial Much ‘better: than ‘
‘many far mére pretentious zines.
,=0=070=0=0~0=0=00=0=0~ o
DbFILADE..Contd it would mean vory: probably that reviews
wruld become even skimpier,..and reviews form one of Omna's
mein attractions., To my mind, reviews ghould form about
20% of an issue (a rule vhich this ish of ‘ERG contravenes)
a bad balance either way, and the 2lne lnses ¢ lther jnterest
or character, If I wanted to propose- an -amendment, I would
sugge st that evéry Ompazine must combdln at least one page
of reviews per issue, -Said. reviews may te “eénfingd: to one
megazihe ‘Best;of the Mailing' for instance, nr attempt to
réview allvthesmniling. With Bill, 'I ngree- that 2 quorum
should nnt be neéded to alter: Fyo—laws...lut come -to that,
why not use & majBrity vote 'all the time. Then.perhaps we
couldrstir ‘into life. the pebple who rely.upon a,guorum
protection.to. wote: for them..{nt a:saving of: 348 .gn). The
usual argument -is that a oudrium, prBVents‘craokpot Ideas
from playing hob with the Cnnstitutiona{..that applies to
large societies,'but with. a maximgm possible “voting ® rce
of 49, then any Erackpot ldea that gets through is purely
our fault Vif we didn't vote against 1t. _

. ", :

Anyway, hy shall be ﬂlpqsed to see the results of Billts
poll, though no doubt someone will cry tlue murder and say
that it is unennstitutiocnadl t» putlish 1t after it hes
been voted down (by three penple) More power to your K
elbow Bill,.:I:hope gywru make: itva. regular un-official v -
pell,

Incidentally, I like your pr~ints system...it isva‘help to
people like me who have lousy memeories,.we can give full
marks to our favourite, without an artificial bo~st belng
given where we don't want tn hestow it,

=== Q=0=NeNem-

And so we come to the end ~f another ERG.4, I hope you 1liked
it, and remember to order y~ur next copy if you are not a
member of OMPA, (Cheerio, and a Hapry Seventh of August to you.
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